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The Important Discoveries of Mosaics from
Alexandria in Ptolemaic and Roman periods

Dr.Eman Mohsan Shahawy*
Abstract:

At first we must know what the mosaic is? Is the art of
decoration of architectural surfaces using different materials and
variety installed side by side on a layer of plaster or smooth
mortar and decorate the surface with a variety of subjects. The
mosaic was used to decorate the large and small areas, whether in
floors, walls, ceilings or domes, as well as fountains in the
gardens.

The mosaics passed through many different stages from the
periods, where it was carried out in the civilization of
Mesopotamia, ancient Egyptian civilization and Greek
civilization, and began to spread and use widely in the fifth
century BC, the mosaic appeared in the Hellenistic period in the
various cities of the world surrounding the Mediterranean Sea
Return to its beginnings was the city of Alexandria, where he
revealed many of the floors implemented by different techniques
in different parts of Egypt.

The city of Alexandria was one of the most important cities in
the ancient world where it was the capital of the Ptolemaic
kingdom in Egypt, and also the most important Egyptian cities
under the rule of the Roman Empire. The Ptolemaic period in
Egypt marked the existence of the central authority of the royal
court that interferes with aspects of everyday life.

Mosaic used in the decoration of government buildings, Due to
the importance of mosaics and the strong presence of the

* Archaeologist in Alexandria department for antiquities (ADA), Director of archaeological
affairs;forthescentersofimosaicsinEgypt= Ministry of Antiquities- Egypt.
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Alexandrian workshops and their money, there were many
important panels executed in Egypt by Greek artists in the houses
and palaces of the rulers and the wealthy, where the royal court
was responsible for the pieces of art found in or outside
Alexandria.

Among the most important panels found in the city of Alexandria
the panel of the dog and the wrestlers from the excavations of the
Modern Library of Alexandria, the panels of of Kom al-Dekka
site such as birds, Tiger, Rosetta, geometric shapes, etc., Abu
Qir panels, whether figurative or geometric, The Alexandria
School, which has been influenced by its neighbors due to the
importance of the city of Alexandria, which was famous for its
old name, where it was implemented and its name appeared on a
number of mosaics outside Egypt such as the Alexandria panel
from Jerash, A panel from Palace of Libya, all of this indicates
the history of the city of Alexandria distinguished mosaic and
even famous.
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